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KarenNewsum is continuing tdo a bangup job aghe HTMA

Performance Chair. It istan of work, but Karen has booked all dfe
coffeehouse gigthrough to theend of the year. | think thasterrific. Fol
Marchthe feature artist are the Maple Hill Band, with lorgne HTMA
friends Milltowne opening. More on them later ihe newsletter.

We are getting some good volunteer help wilie coffeehouse. As in
previous years, vice president Jim England is bringiogffee foreach
coffeehouse, which is a firservice George Williams is staying on as
reliable supprter, running the PA fathe gigsand Jerry Hicks has
stepped in as a backup for the monthsth n ot  alugPA ¢earkto
the gigs.

We still need to have &ouple regularolunteers lined up to collect
admissionlt s an i mportant job, and
up so we can work out when each will be available/unavailable. Ple¢
call or email me or Karen if you can help us out with this (or any othe
coffeehouse production effort).think that Karen might also appreciate
someone whowvould be willing to go to WLRId tecord public service
announcements for the gigs. Ifyoud | i k e Mooi cbee "atfb
the radio, please contact Karen astle can give you detalils.

(continued on page 2)

1 Susan Hooapenedthe FebruaryHTMAcoffeehoust
at Burritt Museum



Danny Charles pointed out that here are a number of musical HTMA EXx ecutive Board

opportunities coming up in the next few months. Hégene notable

opportunity: President-
JERRY LECROY
TheAlabama bluegrass Music Association is hosting ifsap@ual 256-880-6234 jelecroy@knology.net

Showcase March®™at Spain Park HS in Hoover. More iafothese
events is availablat
http://alabamabluegrassmusic.org/ABMA/Home.html

Vice President & Public Service
Chairman

JIM ENGLAND
256-852-5740harpatune@yahoo.com

Secretary/Treasurer

PAT LONG

256-:539-7211plong@hiwaay.net
Calendar of Upcoming Events Publicity Chairman
*SATURDAY March 4th BOB HICKS

256-683-9807 hsvfolk il,
ELMCROFT ASSISTED LIVING - sviolk@dmai.com
Starting 3:00 PM8020 Benaroyaane Huntsville AL Performance Chairwoman
*SATURDAY March 11th KAREN NEWSUM
HARBORCHASE RETIREMENT HOME karen.newsum@comcast.net

Starting 10:30 AM 4801 WhitesporCircle Huntsville AL . .
Operations Chairman

GEORGE WILLIAMS

SUNDAY March 19th v
george.p.williams@pobox.com

Regular members meeting and jam session
at Huntsville Library Bailey CoveBranch , starting at 1:30

Webmaster/
JERI ANN PAYNE

*SATURDAY March 25th eriann3@gmail.com

REGENCY RETIREMENT VILLAGE
Starting 3:15 PM 2004 Max Luther Drive, Huntsville, AL

Acting Newsletter Editor

TUESDAY March 28¢ Jerry LeCroy (Position open!)

HTMA Coffeehouse! The leadership of HTMA invites YOU
At the Burritt Museum Old Church, 7:00 to be an active part of our great
This coffeehouse will featureCeltic and Old-Time music organization, whether you play an

instrument, or want to share in any
other way, we welcome you and thank
you for your support!

from the Maple Hill Band
Opening with Milltowne

* Retirement home dates are subject to changeldase check g
with Jim England for firm dates and times @9‘*’"’
/ S

Find us on

Visit our website www.huntsvillefolk.org Facebook

Page |2


mailto:george.p.williams@pobox.com
http://alabamabluegrassmusic.org/ABMA/Home.html

President’ s
Onething’l d | i k dhe newslettee ie moremmusic
related content. If you have any aspirations as a writer, or
a critic ofrecordedmusic or instruments, please writgour
stuff up and ema it to me. | will be proud to publish most
anything you, gentle reader, might care to wriRemarks,
reviews, essays, humetl’ | | take most

| visited my brother last week argbt to play a guitar that

he recently acquireda shiny new Kirk Sand lon string
instrument. This is an exquisiteounding guitar witlsome
unusual design features. For one thing, it is a cutaway, and
the heel of the neck is blended into tleitaway to make
more room for reaching those high notes. | think that Chet
Atkins played Sandesigned guitars a great dealthe

later years of hisareer.The Gibson nylostring electric

that Chetfavored onPrairieHome Companioshows was
actually a Sand design, built under license by Gibgon.

can find out more about these interesting instruments at
http://www.sandguitars.com/products/mahogany/mag

soundhole.pdf

If you have played an interesting guitar, or run into
anything else that you think the HTMAmmunity would
like to krow about, please write about your experience
andsenditover/ld | i ke
rest of themembership

Happy Spring!

Many Thanks to everyone who has been working on the
coffeehouse restart, but particularly #¢aren Newsum,
George Williams, Jim England, Bob Hicks, and Steve
McGehee.

Jerry LeCroy

Jeff Hart and Danika Holmegserforming at the
May 2015HTMA Coffeehouse
[photo courtesy J. LeCroy]

t o hdstwahrthe y o u

fomtPage L ( ¢ ont i nuedyhatKind of Music Do You Play?

by Jerry LeCroy

This question is one | have received fairly often, typically
whenheard when have beeron a business trigugging a
guitararound an airportorhotel | * m al ways

a n yreply withghe flip (and fals¢) Wh at ever t he
willing to pay forl!?”
That would be fal se, of co

have a broad range of musical genres within my
repertoire. The trouble with any answer is that | have not
so farbeen able to articulate in any succimaanner what |
do play, or why. | play a few jazz tunes, a few more from
the 20s, 30s, and 40s, and quite a few tunes | learned
during the big folk scare in the sixties. | really like playing
blues tunes, and know quite a few of these. Probably over
half of the songs | play, though, gadded in the repertoire
because | listened to the lyrics and found that they had a
message that appealed to me. Might be a political
message, or an emotional one, but some kind of message.

| would hesitate, however, to desbe the stuff | like to
play as “message music”. S

,, Y\/ﬂghan’t cal l it ball ads

remember many years ago going to a gig with Sue Charles
and Steve McGehee and learning tladitthe audience
wanted us to playas dance music. Ouch! | thirdt that

time | only knew one tune suitable for dancing to. | might
have added three or four mor@anceable tunesince

then, butfor sure not enough to justify playing at a dance

g1g.

Message musi c pr oballkésongs sn
that paint a picture, or convey a feeling, or describe a
scene or an event. Il > m not
the words come outastandthey allall rhyme. And am
reallyno good at all at songs in othéinan-English.
Obviously, I have plenty of room fgrowth in my play list.

I think part of thewhat-do-you-playquestion really gets
decided by WHY you are playing. | see many HTMA
members who get a lot of pleasure playing old time fiddle
tunes, jigs, reels, etc. together. | think that they get a lot of
pleasure in playing music that meshes with the other
musicians around them. This is a common theme, likely
the reason so many community orchestras and choruses
are developed. I't's so gre
as the orchestra plays or the chorusgs, and get the
feeling that you are part of something much bigger than
one person.
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What Kind..(continued from page 3) ball
Some younger people may be focusing on love songs, X0
because they are at a stage in life where romance (or
something else associated with romance) is a central focus
of their lives. Other people may like playing drinking tunes,
because they like drinking and being around other people
who are getting intoxicated. Our friend Chuck Brodsky has
recorded two CDsfesongs about baseball, thoughvould
neverdescribe Chuck as ad®ball musician.

Our kids prefer to play classical music, at least partly
because they were educated as classical musietans ' s
what they know. | certainly enjoy a lot of classical music,

but most of it is so techni t he
redly out of my reach.
Then there are R&B music, rcet&MagHipant ol I, and “country’

whatever that means to you. | I|I.<e Ilsj[enlng tg a lot of . The March Coffeehouse will open withilltowne !
these genres, but not so much finds its way into my music

book of songs | want to or have learned. Why? Maybe The bandeatures Charelle Hudgins on vocals, with

agaimaitly a matter of skil IKeqtlgg\fngns_ﬁreg St%galﬂdg?nn%c;hfi@%qhe han
who can do the awesome el ectSYPPYUINGG@SLt ar riffs 1ike my \
brother Lee. Part of the | ack of interest is that | dc
usually play in places where those genres would be a good
fit, so maybe it goes get bk to what the audience is

willing to pay for, even if the only paymehgetis just
peoplepaying attention to the songs.

What kind of music do you playhd what considerations
have informed your choic@s

Wishing you all the best music,

Jerry

The March HTMA Coffeehousewill feature
The /[//ap/e Hill Band 3 Milltown playing at the 2016 Gazebo Festival
The Maple Hill Band formed in 2003 when some former

members ofGoodFortune (docal Ceilidh group) and a few
of their friends began meeting at Steve Whitmore’'s hol

for informal sessions on Sunday evenings. The musical Tuesdawlarch 28thisyour chance to experience fine
focus quickly became Celtic and American Traditional musicians up close and personal in the old church at
music, bringing more members and a growinaypl Burritt Museum. Doors open at 6:30, showe 7:00.

list. The Maple Hill Band began public appearances in
early 2004. The band has since had hundreds

Tickets are $5 at the door.

appearances at sites over North Alabama and Southern Smart HTMA coffeehouse attendees know to bring a
Tennessee, including playing for contra dances. The cushion or two, because those church pews are
Spectrum of music now being performed includesd- designed to provide a penance of sorts to the

driving Celtic jigs and reels, contra dance music of the backsides o&ny unpreparednusic fans.

northeastern and northwestern U.S., and the wistful
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Playing in the Band those recordings critically.cringe at most every
recorded performance | hear of myself because | hear

By Shelley Heard myself violatig the rules | outlined above.

This aricle is one Shelley wrote about a dozen years ago,
YR @2dzNJ SRAG2NI-Bskeh y 1 a AlGQa

Over the years, | have been a sideman in duets, trios,
guartets, quintets, and even a mandolin orchestra.

This is the role | feel most comfortable in ableéeps the
limelight off of me. My greatest joy is making the music
of others sound better.

Being a sideman is a tricky business and regudr great
deal of disciplineYou have lots of chances to dimingsh
otherwise fine performancelo stay out ofrouble, you
have to give enormous reverence to the musicians that
you are collaborating wh, and especially vocalista.lead 4 James Smith, the Autoharp Man, with his sister,
singer, more than any other band member, is exposing his  granddaughter at a 2015 coffeehouse.

or her soul when performing. As a sideman, your goal is to
makethesi nger ¢ omf or t loflbreabeat'Do n
No surpriseslf eye contact is made with the singer, always
make them feel great with a big smilé.anyone in the
audience loses their focus on the singer because

something you played distracted them,hen you’ v e
screwed uplf your playing distracts thersiger , you’
really messed uoes thissound more stressful than fun?
Well, it does not have to bdust follow these simple rules:

9 LISTEN! There is no more important skill that a
musician carave.If you focus your attention on
what you are playing, then you are not listening.
Even when you take a brealstén to what others
are doing.They will be listening to you. 5 Curtisand Loretta atthe April 2015 HTMA Coffeehouse.

f Don’'t draw attention to §ugsaflsriguifbe rgupinggtie gTylistagein Apfile s s
you are taking alead ba.That ' s y our mg’hrsﬁt%cﬁu?e&Z Leﬁ:rqy
thesunWhen it’'s done, ’s&

1 Try to refrain from playglead when a smger is
singing.This happens all the times with musicians
who are uncomfortable withie chords or rhythm
of a tune.They play leaihstead (I @ this, too,
and it sPlayiiy@ad®ve) the words of a
song can be very distracting to the audience and
the singer! : s ! |

f Lyrics will have pauses, Ly
can be done without distracting the audience. ‘ - NI
Thisisnotthetim f or br ashl to'rs s|
the time for poignant melodic lines or tasteful fills.

1 Know yourchords and youarrangementsThe
singer and other band mates can get unnerved if
you are trying to f i gur e6JohukelergthegOgShiglA Gajehjo kesgval

It s not sidemanBeiry enie hag bean the
musical education of my lifef you have live
recordings of yourself playing with others, listen t
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f o HTMA - CLASSIFIEDS

Do you have an item for sale? Are you looking for an instrument? Are you wanting to acquire, trade or sell musi
recordings, books, get something repaired.... Do you need music lessons? Are you wanting téijdia oew group ol
band member? fis section of oumewsletteris for members to place ads for services or instruments or anything re
to music. It will be updatetbr each newsletter If you have an item or advertisement yaould like to bepublished,
please send an EMA(referablybefore the fifteenth of the monthjo jelecroy@knology.ne(Jerry to have your listin
included in the upcoming newsletter. In your email, fully describe what your offering or looking for, and how you
users to contact YOU, via email, phone or betic, Once your listing or item is no longer active, please also emalil
webmaster@huntsvillefolk.org for removal of your listing.

Please note that HTMA makes this service available to aid our users in finding, trading or selling music itel
services onl- and we are not responsible for the completion or+4ompliance of any transactions between

members.
MusicllnstiiicGtion MusicallnsStitiments

= -

7 Danika Holmesat the May 2015 HTMA Coffeehouse
[photo courtesy J. LeCroy]
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. Sheet Music, Tabs, Lyrics

1:[5 NaTvE GRoUND Booiis & Musie

Your source for Bluegrass & Old-Time
Banjo, Fiddle, Mandolin & Guitar
L J st ook, Soghoks,Reardings,
¥,  andfiistoric Cookbooks!
_, * Downloadable
s eBOOKS & MP3's!
— www.nativeground.com

Contact us for a FREF Catalog:
1-800-152-2656

m 0%

STRINGS SHOP)-

HUNTSVILLESTRINGS.COM

Superior Instruments — Excellent Instruction

Sales Rentals Repairs Lessons Bow Re-Hairing

*Violins *Bows *Ukuleles
sViolas eGuitars eCases
*Cellos *Banjos *Strings

sBasses eMandolins eAccessories

256-213-9977
921 Willowbrook Drive
Huntsville, AL 35802

Suwannee Banjo Carmip delighted to announce that
registrations are now open f&017. Our staff is assembled,
the new website is there for you to check out and thelime
registration form is up and running. This will g 14thCamp
coming up, and oufourth year at Cervey Conference Center
in Live Oak, Florida.

Note that beginning this year, SBC starts on Thursday
afternoon and runs till Sunday afternoon; that's nearly
seventytwo hours of great music, super instruction and a
friendly, encouraging atmosphere in the coamy of world
class pickers.

WeekendOnly Option. For those who can't devote three day
to MBC, we still offer a Weeker@nly Option (Friday
afternoon to Sunday afternoon).

For more details on the Full Camp and Week@nrdy Options
see the websitehttp://www.suwanneebanjocamp.com

DATES AND TIMES:

FullCamp: ThursSun. April 8@, 2017

WeekendOnly Option: FrBun. April P, 2017
LOCATIONCerveny Conference Center at Camp Weed
(Live Oak, Florida)

Checkin for Full Cammpens Thursday April 6 at 3:00;
Checkin for WeekendOnly openg-riday, April 7 at 11:00 AM.
End Time: Camp concludes after lunch Sunddy30 PM

2016 Faculty and Staff:
Old-Time BanjoRiley Baugus, Paul BrovBrad Leftwich, Terri
McMurray, Michael Miles, Chuck Levy, ateh Perlman

Bluegrass Banj@cott Anderson, Greg Cahill, Wes Corbett,
Janet Davis, James McKinney, and Alan Munde

Other Instructors: Alan Jabbour (fiddle) & Tim May (guitar)
Artists' bios, registration formrmndother pertinent information
are available on the website. | look forward to seeing you al
this comingApril.

Cheers,

Ken Perlman,
Director, Suwannee Banjo Camp
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